
Jonah 

Chapter 4:6-11 
 

 

 

• Jonah 4:6-8 

 

God starts to almost play a little game with him 

Not with words, but with actions 

Cool , God responds positively, sending something beneficial 

Why? What is God doing here? 

Word here often translated discomfort can also be translated “evil” 

 

Interesting too, not sure why he needs a plant since he already has his hut 

Probably wasn’t substantial enough 

Remember, this is the Near East 

 

Worth noting too, you cannot simply interpret you are headed in the right direction 

because life is working out 

 

“Extremely happy” = deliriously happy 

This just DRIPS with irony 

Jonah is delirious over a stupid plant for shade 

When compared with the greatness of what God did for Nineveh welcomes with 

GREAT ANGER 

Notice by the way, Jonah is ecstatic…but what has really changed 

Nineveh stands without judgment 

And God hasn’t changed a bit 

This just drips with inconsistency 

But in his anger and frustration he is beyond thinking straight 

 

Fortunately God is committed to him 

God wants to lift him out of his self-will malignancy 

3 times God urges questions upon him 

Questions that are designed to stimulate self-reflection 

 

Hamin  or Surocco = sultry desert wind, dust laden. common in the Middle East in 

the Spring and Fall 

Funny, Jonah almost died because of too much water 

Now not enough 



“You prefer dry land, sure, take it.” 

Now Jonah gets a small taste of what destruction feels like 

The same destruction he is wishing on Nineveh 

God is obviously hoping Jonah makes the connection and has compassion 

Worm = kinda reminds you of the manna in the Exodus 

 

What do you notice about Jonah’s response in verse 6?  

It is sandwiched between verse 5 and verse 8 where is extremely angry 

Why is his response weird? When is Jonah happy? 

When it is about Jonah 

Again, Jonah doesn’t have a problem with deliverance 

Jonah has a problem with the OBJECT of God’s mercy and deliverance 

 

Do you think it is simply the loss of a shade tree that has gotten Jonah this down? 

If God cannot be fair in even a small situation like this with the plant, well then 

again how can He be trusted? 

If that is the case he would rather die…it isn’t worth it 

 

What is the difference in Jonah’s statement in verse 8 as opposed to the first time 

he asks God to take him out? 

Doesn’t appear this is directed to God at all…he is now leaving God out 

Literally, “He asked his life to expire.” 

 

 

• Jonah 4:9 

What do you make of God’s question? What is He after? 

The plant was a gift 

He didn’t create it, he didn’t earn it 

Fascinating too, Ancient Israel believed that unlike humans and animals plants 

were lifeless 

There is NO injustice in taking this plant…it wasn’t Jonah’s to begin with 

 

This is the only time Jonah answers God in the story 

 

If Jonah says NO, then he has to admit t a bigger issue 

If it is YES, then he admits God’s right to do with Nineveh what He wants 

 

• Jonah 4:10-11 

“Am I not allowed to have pity”…you did after all 

Three questions: 



1. What right does God have to be moved to spare Nineveh? 

We have already answered this one 

God is Creator…t is His sovereign right 

 

2. What motivates God to spare Nineveh? 

God repented when they repented 

 

But I think there is more 

What does this statement mean, “Who do not know there right hand from 

there left?” 

Many scholars believe this reference is about children 

Children who are not yet responsible for the decisions of evil 

Even the innocent animals move God 

God’s love always supersedes His anger in the end 

 

3. What is involved in God’s being moved to spare? 

God is MOVED 

God is bearing the weight of their wickedness 

 

The book ends with a question 

Every Jonah will have to answer this question for themselves 

 

 

 

 

 


